
Warren Ruppel: The Detective Who Became a
Champion of Driving Safety

Warren Ruppel, a former police detective, dedicated his life to promoting
driving safety after witnessing the devastating consequences of car
crashes. Working tirelessly for over four decades, he played a pivotal role
in implementing and advocating for laws and programs that have saved
countless lives on the roads.
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Early Life and Career

Warren Ruppel was born in 1939 in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. After graduating
from high school, he served in the United States Army and then joined the
Milwaukee Police Department in 1960. As a detective, he investigated
numerous fatal car accidents, which deeply affected him.

Witnessing the carnage and suffering caused by reckless driving, Ruppel
realized the urgent need for stricter enforcement and education to prevent
such tragedies. He became a member of the department's Traffic Division
and quickly became known for his unwavering commitment to driving
safety.

The Driving Detective

In 1970, Ruppel published his first book, "The Driving Detective," which
exposed the dangers of reckless driving and provided practical tips for
safer driving. The book became a bestseller and helped raise awareness
about the importance of road safety.

Ruppel's investigative work and advocacy also led to several
groundbreaking changes in traffic laws. In 1978, he played a key role in the
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passage of Wisconsin's first mandatory seat belt law, which has been
credited with saving thousands of lives.

National Leadership

Ruppel's passion for driving safety extended beyond Milwaukee. In 1985,
he joined the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) as a
regional administrator. In this role, he worked to implement national safety
programs and policies, including the establishment of the Click It or Ticket
campaign, which has helped increase seat belt usage rates across the
country.

Ruppel also served on the President's Drunk Driving Commission and
played a key role in the development of the National Minimum Drinking Age
Act. This law, which set the minimum drinking age at 21, has been credited
with significantly reducing drunk driving fatalities among young people.

Community Outreach

Throughout his career, Ruppel recognized the importance of engaging with
the community to promote driving safety. He conducted countless
presentations and workshops for students, parents, and community groups.
He also worked with businesses to develop and implement workplace
driving safety programs.

Ruppel's efforts extended beyond law enforcement to include public health
and injury prevention. He was a strong advocate for trauma care systems
and helped establish the first trauma hospital in Wisconsin.

Legacy and Recognition



Warren Ruppel's lifelong dedication to driving safety left an enduring
legacy. His work as "The Driving Detective" and his advocacy for stricter
laws and public education programs saved countless lives and made our
roads safer.

In recognition of his contributions, Ruppel received numerous awards and
honors, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom, the highest civilian
award in the United States. He was also inducted into the National Law
Enforcement Officers Memorial Fund in Washington, D.C.

Warren Ruppel's passion for driving safety transformed him from a police
detective into a national champion for road safety. His unwavering
commitment to preventing the devastation caused by car crashes led to
groundbreaking changes in laws, policies, and public attitudes. Thanks to
his tireless efforts, countless lives have been saved, and our roads are
safer for everyone.
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