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Multiplication is a fundamental operation in mathematics, and it can be
tricky to master. But with the help of visual aids, like pictures, you can make
multiplication much easier to understand. In this article, we'll explore
different ways to use pictures to multiply by and with ease. Whether you're
a student struggling with multiplication or a teacher looking for new ways to
teach it, this article has something for you.

Using Pictures to Multiply by a Number

One of the simplest ways to use pictures to multiply is to use them to
multiply by a number. For example, let's say you want to multiply 3 by 4.
You can draw a picture of 3 groups of 4 objects, like apples or oranges.
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Each group of 4 objects represents one of the 3 factors in the multiplication
problem. The total number of objects in the picture represents the product
of the multiplication problem.

You can use this same method to multiply any number by any other
number. Just draw a picture of the first number of groups of the second
number of objects.

Using Pictures to Multiply with a Fraction

You can also use pictures to multiply with a fraction. For example, let's say
you want to multiply 3 by 1/2. You can draw a picture of 3 objects, and then
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divide each object into 2 equal parts.

Each part of each object represents one of the 6 factors in the multiplication
problem. The total number of parts in the picture represents the product of
the multiplication problem.

You can use this same method to multiply any number by any fraction. Just
draw a picture of the first number of objects, and then divide each object
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into the denominator of the fraction. Then, count the number of parts in the
picture to find the product.

Using Pictures to Multiply with a Mixed Number

You can also use pictures to multiply with a mixed number. For example,
let's say you want to multiply 3 by 1 1/2. You can draw a picture of 3
objects, and then divide each object into 2 equal parts.
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The whole part of the mixed number represents the number of whole
objects in the picture. The fractional part of the mixed number represents
the number of parts of each object that are shaded in.

To multiply with a mixed number, you can use the following steps:

1. Draw a picture of the first number of objects.

2. Divide each object into the denominator of the fractional part of the
mixed number.

3. Shade in the number of parts of each object that are represented by
the numerator of the fractional part of the mixed number.

4. Count the number of parts in the picture to find the product.

Pictures are a powerful tool that can be used to make multiplication easier
to understand. By using pictures to represent the factors and products of
multiplication problems, you can make the process more visual and
concrete. This can help students to develop a deeper understanding of
multiplication, and it can also make it easier for them to solve multiplication
problems.

If you're struggling with multiplication, or if you're looking for new ways to
teach it, I encourage you to give pictures a try. You may be surprised at
how much they can help.
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