PCCN Test Review: A Comprehensive Guide
to the Progressive Care Certified Nurse Exam

The Progressive Care Certified Nurse (PCCN) exam is a nationally
recognized certification that validates nurses' knowledge and skills in
providing care to critically ill patients in a progressive care unit (PCU). The
exam covers a wide range of topics, including medical and surgical critical
care, hemodynamic monitoring, mechanical ventilation, and pharmacology.
Passing the PCCN exam demonstrates a nurse's proficiency in providing
high-quality care to patients in a critical care setting.

Who Should Take the PCCN Exam?

The PCCN exam is appropriate for nurses who work in PCUs or other
critical care settings. Nurses who are considering taking the exam should
have a strong foundation in medical and surgical nursing, as well as
experience in caring for critically ill patients.

What to Expect on the PCCN Exam

The PCCN exam is a computer-adaptive test (CAT),which means that the
difficulty of the test will adjust based on the test taker's performance. The
exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions, which must be completed
in three hours. The questions cover a wide range of topics, including:
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= Medical and surgical critical care
= Hemodynamic monitoring

= Mechanical ventilation

= Pharmacology

= Patient assessment

= Nursing interventions

= Ethical considerations

How to Prepare for the PCCN Exam

There are a number of ways to prepare for the PCCN exam, including:

= Taking a review course
= Studying the PCCN exam blueprint
= Using practice questions

= Getting experience in a PCU

Taking a Review Course

There are a number of review courses available to help nurses prepare for
the PCCN exam. These courses typically cover the content of the exam in
detail and provide practice questions. Review courses can be a helpful way
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to prepare for the exam, especially for nurses who do not have a lot of
experience in caring for critically ill patients.

Studying the PCCN Exam Blueprint

The PCCN exam blueprint is a document that outlines the content of the
exam. The blueprint is available on the AACN website. Nurses should
review the blueprint carefully to identify the areas that they need to focus
on when studying.

Using Practice Questions

Practice questions are a great way to test your knowledge of the content of
the PCCN exam. There are a number of practice questions available online
and in review courses. Nurses should aim to complete as many practice
questions as possible before taking the exam.

Getting Experience in a PCU

The best way to prepare for the PCCN exam is to gain experience in a
PCU. This will allow you to see the types of patients that you will be caring
for and the types of procedures that you will be performing. If you do not
have any experience in a PCU, you can volunteer or shadow a nurse in a
PCU to get some experience.

The PCCN exam is a challenging but rewarding exam. By following the tips
in this article, you can increase your chances of passing the exam and
becoming a PCCN-certified nurse.
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