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The New York State Teacher Certification Examinations (NYSTCE)
Students With Disabilities 060 test is a high-stakes exam required for
individuals aspiring to become certified special education teachers in New
York State. Passing this exam demonstrates a candidate's knowledge,
skills, and abilities in working with students with disabilities. This guide will
provide a comprehensive overview of the NYSTCE Students With
Disabilities 060 exam, including its content areas, test format, and effective
study strategies to help you achieve a passing score and embark on a
successful career in special education.

Content Areas Covered
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The NYSTCE Students With Disabilities 060 exam covers a wide range of
content areas that are essential for special education teachers to possess.
These content areas include:

1. Foundations of Special Education: This content area assesses
knowledge of the history, principles, and legal foundations of special
education, as well as ethical considerations and collaborative
practices.

2. Characteristics of Students with Disabilities: This content area
examines the characteristics, developmental patterns, and learning
needs of students with various disabilities, including intellectual
disabilities, developmental delays, specific learning disabilities,
emotional and behavioral disorders, autism, and physical disabilities.

3. Assessment and Evaluation: This content area covers techniques
and principles for assessing and evaluating students with disabilities,
including formal and informal assessments, interpreting assessment
results, and developing appropriate educational interventions.

4. Educational Planning and Instructional Strategies: This content
area focuses on developing and implementing individualized
educational programs (IEPs),creating accessible learning
environments, and using various instructional strategies and
methodologies to meet the needs of students with disabilities.

5. Collaboration and Communication: This content area emphasizes
the importance of collaboration and communication among special
education teachers, families, students, and other professionals
involved in the education of students with disabilities.

Test Format



The NYSTCE Students With Disabilities 060 exam is a computer-based
test consisting of 90 multiple-choice questions. Candidates have three
hours to complete the exam. The questions are distributed across the five
content areas as follows:

Foundations of Special Education: 22%

Characteristics of Students with Disabilities: 22%

Assessment and Evaluation: 21%

Educational Planning and Instructional Strategies: 22%

Collaboration and Communication: 13%

To pass the exam, candidates must achieve a scaled score of 530 or
higher. The passing score is set by the New York State Education
Department (NYSED) and may be adjusted from time to time.

Effective Study Strategies

Preparing for the NYSTCE Students With Disabilities 060 exam requires a
dedicated study plan and effective study strategies. Here are some tips to
help you succeed:

1. Familiarize Yourself with the Content Areas: Start by thoroughly
reviewing the content areas covered on the exam. Use official study
materials, textbooks, and online resources to gain a comprehensive
understanding of the key concepts and principles in each area.

2. Practice Regularly: Take practice tests and answer sample questions
to familiarize yourself with the test format and question types. This will



help you identify your strengths and weaknesses and focus your
studies accordingly.

3. Study in Groups: Consider forming a study group with other
candidates preparing for the exam. This can provide motivation,
accountability, and an opportunity to discuss concepts and exchange
ideas.

4. Utilize Online Resources: Take advantage of online resources such
as study guides, video tutorials, and practice questions. These
resources can supplement your studies and provide additional support.

5. Manage Your Time Effectively: Develop a study schedule that
allocates sufficient time to each content area. Stick to your schedule
and prioritize studying the areas where you need the most
improvement.

6. Get Enough Rest and Nutrition: Maintain a healthy lifestyle during
your preparation. Get enough sleep, eat nutritious foods, and engage
in regular exercise to keep your mind and body sharp.

Test Day Tips

On the day of the exam, it is important to arrive at the testing center well-
rested and prepared. Here are some tips to help you perform your best:

1. Arrive on Time: Punctuality is crucial. Make sure to arrive at the
testing center at least 30 minutes before the scheduled start time.

2. Bring Required Materials: Bring an acceptable form of identification,
such as a driver's license or passport, and any other materials
permitted according to the exam guidelines.



3. Read Instructions Carefully: Before starting the exam, take a few
minutes to read the instructions carefully. Familiarize yourself with the
test format, time limits, and any other important information.

4. Pace Yourself: Manage your time wisely. Answer the questions you
know first and return to the more challenging ones later.

5. Guess Educatedly: If you are unsure about an answer, take an
educated guess. Eliminate the options you know are incorrect and
choose the most likely answer.

6. Review Your Answers: If time permits, go back and review your
answers to make sure they are accurate.

7. Stay Calm and Focused: Maintain a positive attitude and stay
focused throughout the exam. Don't let nerves get the better of you.

Passing the NYSTCE Students With Disabilities 060 exam is an essential
step towards becoming a certified special education teacher in New York
State. By thoroughly preparing for the exam, understanding the content
areas, and implementing effective study strategies, you can increase your
chances of success. Embark on your journey to make a meaningful impact
in the lives of students with disabilities, and remember that with hard work
and dedication, you can achieve your goal of becoming a highly qualified
and compassionate special education teacher.
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