How To Write Winning College Application
Essays

College application essays are your chance to showcase your unique
strengths, aspirations, and experiences to admissions officers. They are an
essential part of the application process, and can play a significant role in
determining whether or not you are admitted to your dream school.

Writing winning college essays takes time, effort, and careful planning. But
by following the tips and advice in this comprehensive guide, you can
increase your chances of writing essays that will impress admissions
officers and maximize your chances of admission.
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Step 1: Choose the Right Topic

The first step in writing a winning college essay is to choose the right topic.
The essay prompt will typically give you a few options to choose from. Take
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some time to read through the prompts carefully and consider which one
you feel most connected to.

Once you have chosen a topic, take some time to brainstorm ideas. What
are your thoughts and experiences on the topic? What makes you unique
and qualified to write about it?

Step 2: Develop a Strong Thesis Statement

Your thesis statement is the main point of your essay. It should be a clear,
concise statement that expresses your main argument or idea.

To develop a strong thesis statement, start by identifying your topic and
your main argument. Then, write a sentence that states your argument
clearly and succinctly.

Step 3: Write a Strong

The of your essay is your chance to hook the reader and make them want
to read more. Start with a strong opening line that grabs attention. Then,
provide some background information on your topic and introduce your
thesis statement.

Step 4: Write Body Paragraphs

The body paragraphs of your essay are where you develop your argument
and provide evidence to support your thesis statement.

Each body paragraph should focus on one main idea. Start with a topic
sentence that states your main idea. Then, provide evidence to support
your idea. This evidence can come from your own experiences, research,
or quotes from experts.



Step 5: Write a Strong

The of your essay is your chance to wrap up your argument and leave a
lasting impression on the reader.

Start by restating your thesis statement. Then, summarize your main points
and provide a final thought or reflection.

Expert Advice

In addition to the tips above, here are some expert advice for writing
winning college essays:

= Be yourself. Admissions officers want to get to know the real you, so
don't try to be someone you're not.

=  Write in your own voice. Your essay should sound like you, not like a
robot.

= Be specific. Don't just talk about your general experiences. Instead,
provide specific examples that illustrate your points.

= Proofread carefully. Make sure your essay is free of errors in
grammar, spelling, and punctuation.

» Get feedback from others. Ask a teacher, counselor, or friend to read
your essay and give you feedback.
Inspiring Examples
Here are a few examples of winning college essays:

= How | Learned to Stop Worrying and Embrace the Unknown by Malala
Yousafzai



= | Just Want to Be Heard by Julissa Arce

= The Best Way to Describe Yourself by an anonymous applicant

Writing winning college application essays is essential for showcasing your
unique strengths and aspirations. By following the tips and advice in this
comprehensive guide, you can increase your chances of writing essays
that will impress admissions officers and maximize your chances of
admission.

Remember, the most important thing is to be yourself and write in your own
voice. Admissions officers want to get to know the real you, so don't try to
be someone you're not.

With hard work and dedication, you can write winning college essays that
will help you get into the college of your dreams.
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