Hitchhiking America: Carsick John Waters
Embarks on a Cross-Country Road Trip

John Waters, the infamous filmmaker and author known for his
transgressive and satirical works, embarked on an unconventional road trip
across America in 1972. Armed with a thumb and a rebellious spirit, he
hitched hiked his way from Baltimore to San Francisco, an adventure that
resulted in his memoir, Carsick: John Waters Hitchhikes Across America.
This article delves into the motivations, experiences, and cultural
significance of Waters' extraordinary voyage.

From Baltimore to San Francisco

Waters' decision to hitchhike stemmed from his desire to escape the
confines of Baltimore and explore the uncharted territories of America. As a
self-proclaimed "outsider artist," he saw hitchhiking as a way to connect
with people from all walks of life, especially those living on the fringes of

society.
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With his distinctive mustache and a pile of luggage, Waters set off on his
adventure. He traversed highways and back roads, encountering a colorful
cast of characters along the way. From truck drivers to hitchhikers,
prostitutes to hobos, Waters engaged in lively conversations that
challenged his preconceived notions and opened his eyes to the
complexities of American culture.

The Carsickness Factor

While Waters embraced the unpredictable nature of hitchhiking, he
struggled with severe carsickness. The constant motion and unfamiliar
scents made him nauseous and uncomfortable, often leaving him retching
on the side of the road. Despite his physical discomfort, Waters
persevered, determined to complete his journey.

In his memoir, Waters wryly observed, "Carsickness is the great leveler. It
doesn't matter if you're a star or a bum, if you get carsick, you're going to
puke." His struggles with carsickness became a metaphor for the
challenges he faced on his road trip, both literal and figurative.

The Cultural Significance of Hitchhiking

In the 1970s, hitchhiking held a different cultural significance than it does
today. It was seen as a symbol of rebellion, freedom, and the search for
adventure. Hitchhikers were often viewed as outsiders, but they were also
part of a countercultural movement that challenged societal norms.


https://literary.bookgemstone.com/reads.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6Iks0KzVYejFcLzB4ckhjdkVUSXZmeWVqTnB0WHRFdlBTdkc5Vk5DTzU5ZlVSVnM1UGhwQm14XC9hYkVGTUw2THN2eDZ2XC9VMHA2V2dwV2xoNkhDSVVTb1duMEEwRnd6dkNmc0VrQWx3Z2g5N3FXV3VqV0JxQlQ5T0FGMkt4SkZvaVhxVGFOQlJvN2xPV2RiM05CNWRuMEh4SEpLRWhKKzU3K204cERxNzFWdHhNY01nMU8rK1ZIaGFPa3lnZllVeGZrdyIsIml2IjoiMzM2Mjc2MTEwMDYxMjQ2ZTY0ZTZlMmYxNWI5Y2QzMjQiLCJzIjoiZTI0ZjQwYTljNzhmOTQwZCJ9

Waters' hitchhiking experience coincided with the rise of the counterculture,
and his book captured the zeitgeist of the time. Through his encounters
with fellow travelers, he explored themes of identity, social class, and the
American dream.

The Impact on Waters' Work

Waters' cross-country road trip had a profound impact on his work. The
diverse characters he met and the experiences he had on the road inspired
his future films and writings. The themes of outsider status, transgressive
behavior, and social satire that permeate his work can be traced back to his
hitchhiking adventure.

In particular, Waters' film Pink Flamingos (1972),which was released shortly
after his road trip, is a testament to the influence of his experiences. The
film's depiction of a dysfunctional family living in a mobile home draws
heavily on the characters and situations Waters encountered while
hitchhiking.

Legacy and

John Waters' hitchhiking adventure remains a significant cultural artifact of
the 1970s. His memoir, Carsick, is a hilarious and insightful account of his
experiences on the road, offering a unique perspective on American society
during a time of great change.

Waters' journey also serves as a reminder of the power of embracing the
unknown. By venturing outside his comfort zone and hitchhiking across the
country, he not only broadened his horizons but also gained valuable
insights into himself and the human condition.



, John Waters' hitchhiking adventure was an extraordinary journey that left
an enduring mark on his work and American culture. His memoir, Carsick,
is @ must-read for anyone interested in the complexities of identity,
rebellion, and the search for meaning in the American landscape.

[John Waters in a car looking out the window with a mischievous
expression, his mustache prominent] John Waters, the notorious filmmaker
and author, hitchhikes across America in his 1972 memoir, Carsick, an
adventure that shaped his work and broadened his understanding of
American society.
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