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Farley Mowat was a renowned Canadian author, environmentalist, and
artist who left an indelible mark on both the literary and environmental
worlds. Born in Belleville, Ontario in 1921, Mowat spent a significant portion
of his life in Eastern Passage, Nova Scotia, where he witnessed firsthand
the beauty and fragility of the coastal ecosystem. His experiences in
Eastern Passage profoundly influenced his writings, which often explored
themes of nature, conservation, and the human relationship with the
environment.

Early Life and Influences

Mowat's early life was geprägt by a deep love for the outdoors and a
passion for storytelling. He spent much of his time exploring the forests and
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waterways near his family's home, and these experiences ignited his
imagination and laid the foundation for his future literary endeavors.

Mowat's parents also played a significant role in shaping his environmental
consciousness. His father, Angus Mowat, was a naturalist and
conservationist who instilled in his son a respect for the natural world. His
mother, Helen Mowat, was a talented artist who encouraged his creativity
and fostered his love for storytelling.

Eastern Passage

In 1955, Mowat moved to Eastern Passage, a small fishing community on
the outskirts of Halifax. Eastern Passage presented Mowat with a unique
opportunity to observe the complexities of human-wildlife interactions. The
community's reliance on fishing for its livelihood brought Mowat face-to-
face with the challenges of balancing economic needs with environmental
conservation.

Mowat's experiences in Eastern Passage inspired some of his most
celebrated works, including "Never Cry Wolf" (1963),"Sea of Slaughter"
(1965),and "A Whale for the Killing" (1972). These books examined the
delicate relationship between humans and the natural world, and exposed
the devastating consequences of environmental degradation and animal
exploitation.

Environmental Activism

Mowat's passion for the environment extended beyond his writing. He was
a vocal advocate for conservation and played a key role in raising
awareness about environmental issues. In particular, he campaigned



tirelessly to protect the whales and seals of the Eastern Passage
ecosystem.

Mowat's activism was characterized by his unwavering commitment to
speaking truth to power. He did not shy away from confronting the
government and industry when he believed they were harming the
environment. His passionate advocacy and powerful storytelling helped to
bring about real change, contributing to the establishment of marine
protected areas and the implementation of sustainable fishing practices.

Literary Legacy

Mowat's literary contributions are vast and enduring. His books have been
translated into more than 20 languages and have sold millions of copies
worldwide. His writing style is known for its vivid imagery, engaging
narratives, and keen insights into the human condition.

Mowat's most famous works, such as "Never Cry Wolf" and "Sea of
Slaughter," are considered classics of environmental literature. These
books have inspired generations of readers to appreciate the beauty and
fragility of the natural world, and to question the consequences of human
actions on the environment.

Later Years and Legacy

Mowat continued to write and advocate for environmental protection until
his death in 2014. In his later years, he established the Farley Mowat Fund,
a charitable organization that supports environmental initiatives in Canada.

Farley Mowat's legacy as an environmental activist and literary giant is
undeniable. His writings continue to captivate readers, raising awareness



about the importance of conservation and inspiring a deep appreciation for
the beauty of nature. His unwavering commitment to protecting the
environment serves as a reminder of the responsibility we all have to future
generations.

Farley Mowat was a true visionary who dedicated his life to protecting the
environment and sharing its wonders with the world. Through his
captivating storytelling and unwavering activism, he left an enduring legacy
that will continue to inspire and educate for generations to come.
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