Dombey and Son: A Comprehensive Study
Guide

Dombey and Son is a novel by Charles Dickens that was first published in
1848. The novel tells the story of Mr. Dombey, a wealthy and arrogant
businessman, and his relationship with his children, Florence and Paul.
Dombey and Son is a complex and multi-layered novel that explores the
themes of family, love, and redemption.

The novel opens with the birth of Mr. Dombey's son, Paul. Mr. Dombey is
overjoyed at the birth of his son and hopes that he will one day inherit his
business. However, Mr. Dombey's joy is short-lived, as his wife dies shortly
after giving birth to Paul.

Mr. Dombey is devastated by the death of his wife and becomes even more
cold and distant towards his children. He hires a governess, Miss Tox, to
care for Florence, but she is more concerned with her own appearance
than with the well-being of her charge.
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Paul is a sickly child and dies at the age of six. Mr. Dombey is heartbroken
by the death of his son and begins to reconsider his priorities in life. He
eventually comes to realize the importance of love and family and makes
amends with Florence.

=  Mr. Dombey: A wealthy and arrogant businessman who is obsessed
with his business and social status. He is cold and distant towards his
children and believes that they are inferior to him.

= Florence Dombey: Mr. Dombey's daughter who is kind,
compassionate, and loving. She is often overlooked by her father, but
she eventually comes to realize her own worth.

= Paul Dombey: Mr. Dombey's son who is sickly and dies at the age of
six. He is a symbol of Mr. Dombey's lost innocence and potential for
happiness.

= Captain Edward Cuttle: A warm and friendly retired sea captain who
befriends Florence. He is a surrogate father to Florence and helps her
to find her own way in life.

= Susan Nipper: Florence's devoted maid who is always there for her.
She is a symbol of loyalty and friendship.

= Family: Dombey and Son explores the importance of family and the
different ways that family members can love and support each other.
The novel shows that family is not always about blood ties, but about
the people who care for each other and are there for each other
through thick and thin.

= Love: Dombey and Son is also a novel about love. The novel shows
that love can take many different forms, from the love of a parent for a



child to the love of a friend for a friend. The novel shows that love is a
powerful force that can overcome even the most difficult challenges.

= Redemption: Dombey and Son is a novel about redemption. The
novel shows that even the most flawed people can change and find
their way back to happiness. The novel shows that it is never too late
to make amends for past mistakes and to find redemption.

Dombey and Son is a classic novel that explores the timeless themes of
family, love, and redemption. The novel is a complex and multi-layered
work that offers a profound insight into the human condition.
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