14 Common Mistakes in English and How to
Avoid Them

English is a complex and nuanced language, and even native speakers can
make mistakes from time to time. However, there are certain common
errors that are particularly prevalent, and it is important to be aware of them
in order to avoid making them yourself.

1. Using the wrong tense

One of the most common mistakes in English is using the wrong tense.
There are three main tenses in English: the present tense, the past tense,
and the future tense. Each tense has its own set of rules, and it is important
to use the correct tense for the time frame you are talking about.
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For example, if you are talking about something that happened in the past,
you should use the past tense. If you are talking about something that is
happening right now, you should use the present tense. And if you are
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talking about something that will happen in the future, you should use the
future tense.

2. Using the wrong pronoun

Another common mistake in English is using the wrong pronoun. Pronouns
are words that take the place of nouns, and there are different pronouns for
different people and things.

For example, the pronoun "I" is used to refer to yourself, the pronoun "you"
is used to refer to the person you are talking to, and the pronoun "he" is
used to refer to a male person. It is important to use the correct pronoun for
the person or thing you are talking about.

3. Using the wrong preposition

Prepositions are words that show the relationship between a noun or
pronoun and another word in the sentence. There are many different
prepositions in English, and each one has its own specific meaning.

For example, the preposition "on" is used to show that something is located
on top of something else, the preposition "in" is used to show that
something is located inside something else, and the preposition "to" is used
to show that something is moving towards something else. It is important to
use the correct preposition for the relationship you are trying to express.

4. Using the wrong conjunction

Conjunctions are words that connect two words, phrases, or clauses. There
are many different conjunctions in English, and each one has its own
specific meaning.



For example, the conjunction "and" is used to connect two similar things,
the conjunction "but" is used to connect two contrasting things, and the
conjunction "or" is used to connect two alternatives. It is important to use
the correct conjunction for the relationship you are trying to express.

5. Using the wrong adverb

Adverbs are words that modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs. There
are many different adverbs in English, and each one has its own specific
meaning.

For example, the adverb "quickly" is used to describe an action that is done
quickly, the adverb "slowly" is used to describe an action that is done
slowly, and the adverb "well" is used to describe an action that is done well.
It is important to use the correct adverb for the meaning you are trying to
express.

6. Using the wrong adjective

Adjectives are words that describe nouns or pronouns. There are many
different adjectives in English, and each one has its own specific meaning.

For example, the adjective "big" is used to describe something that is large,
the adjective "small" is used to describe something that is small, and the
adjective "red" is used to describe something that is red. It is important to
use the correct adjective for the meaning you are trying to express.

7. Making subject-verb agreement errors

Subject-verb agreement is a grammatical rule that states that the subject of
a sentence must agree with the verb in number and person. This means



that if the subject is singular, the verb must be singular, and if the subject is
plural, the verb must be plural.

For example, the sentence "The boy runs to the store" is correct because
the subject "boy" is singular and the verb "runs" is singular. However, the
sentence "The boys run to the store" is incorrect because the subject
"boys" is plural and the verb "run" is singular.

8. Using double negatives

A double negative is a grammatical error that occurs when two negative
words are used in the same sentence. This can make the sentence
confusing or even nonsensical.

For example, the sentence "l don't have no money" is incorrect because it
uses two negative words ("don't" and "no"). The correct way to say this
sentence is "l don't have any money."

9. Using split infinitives

A split infinitive is a grammatical error that occurs when an adverb is placed
between the "to" and the verb in an infinitive. This can make the sentence
sound awkward or informal.

For example, the sentence "l want to quickly finish my homework" is
incorrect because the adverb "quickly" is placed between the "to" and the
verb "finish." The correct way to say this sentence is "l want to finish my
homework quickly."

10. Dangling modifiers



A dangling modifier is a grammatical error that occurs when a modifier does
not clearly refer to a noun or pronoun in the sentence. This can make the
sentence confusing or even nonsensical.

For example, the sentence "Walking down the street, the dog barked at
me" is incorrect because the modifier "walking down the street" does not
clearly refer to a noun or pronoun in the sentence. The correct way to say
this sentence is "As | was walking down the street, the dog barked at me."

11. Misplaced modifiers

A misplaced modifier is a grammatical error that occurs when a modifier is
placed too far away from the word or phrase it modifies. This can make the
sentence confusing or even nonsensical.

For example, the sentence "The man ate the pizza with a big appetite" is
incorrect because the modifier "with a big appetite" is placed too far away
from the word it modifies ("man"). The correct way to say this sentence is
"The man with a big appetite ate the pizza."

12. Using comma splices

A comma splice is a grammatical error that occurs when two independent
clauses are joined with only a comma. This can make the sentence sound
choppy or informal.

For example, the sentence "l went to the store, | bought some milk" is
incorrect because it uses a comma splice to join two independent clauses.
The correct way to say this sentence is "l went to the store. | bought some
milk."



13. Using run-on sentences

A run-on sentence is a grammatical error that occurs when two or more
sentences are joined together without a conjunction or punctuation mark.
This can make the sentence difficult to read and understand.

For example, the sentence "l went to the store | bought some milk" is
incorrect because it is a run-on sentence. The correct way to say this
sentence is "l went to the store. | bought some milk."

14. Using fragments

A fragment is a grammatical error that occurs when a sentence is missing a
subject, a verb, or both. This can make the sentence confusing or even
nonsensical.

For example, the sentence "Because | was tired" is incorrect because it is a
fragment. The correct way to say this sentence is "l was tired because |
had been working all day."

These are just a few of the many common mistakes that can be made in
English. By being aware of these mistakes and avoiding them, you can
improve your writing and speaking skills and communicate more effectively.
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